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Spring is in the air! It is such a joy to go out the front door … to feel 
the warm sunshine and smell the earthy smells of Spring popping up 
beneath the snow. The birds are singing their happiness loud and 
clear and the honking of a lone goose flying overhead heralds the 
changes about to happen, as we move from the dark cold days of 
winter into the light and hope of Spring.  However….for those of us 
who have dogs, those loveable, goofy, furry and fur shedding,  
member of our family….there is the dreaded cleanup of, in my case, a 
winters worth of “doodle berries” liberally sprinkled throughout the 
yard. My least favourite of my Spring rituals and one that needs to be 
done before anything else.  Then comes the cleaning out of the 
pond…another “yucky” task but as the pond provides so much 
pleasure throughout the warm days of Spring and Summer it is well 
worth the discomfort. The cleaning of the pond is also fairly hazardous 

for those of us of a certain age (and girth!) who must precariously balance on slippery rocks 
while clinging to the branches of the overhead apple tree – girded in tall rubber boots and 
sporting very heavy rubber gloves – I can assure you I am quite the vision as I begin this task! 
One would not want to land in that very suspicious looking dark water that has been known to 
be the final resting place of an unlucky mouse or two!  It is quite the process – emptying the 
truly yucky and smelly water via the reverse mechanism on the pond pump – then bailing out 
the rest by hand and rooting among the rocks for all the dead leaves (and other unthinkable 
things) before doing the first fill – then emptying it – then filling again and adding bleach to get 
rid of any last lingering smells and murkiness.  When it is finally up and running the soothing 
sounds of falling water makes it all worthwhile as that corner of my yard is truly my “happy 
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place”. Then comes the yard cleanup to get ready for the planting and to allow for the new 
growth that will spring forth. Finally it’s the hauling out of lawn furniture and all those little 
angels, gnomes, fairies and even a giant Buddha that grace the nooks and crannies of my yard. 
Preparing for Spring is quite the production…the house needs attention too as in the cleaning of 
windows to let the light fill the rooms again. Light is everywhere in Spring isn’t it? I think that’s 
one of the things I notice the most – light!  

The other thing I notice is the spring in people’s step – and when you could see faces, the 
smiles that burst forth. People seem happier in Spring – more energetic and engaging. Parks 
are fuller in Spring and up and down my street, leading to the park, there are more dog walkers, 
and once the sidewalks are clear, more older people out enjoying the first warm days, after a 
winter of isolation. There is hope in the air – you can feel it, especially now when we are so 
anxious to resume some sort of normal life again without the fear of this dreadful virus hanging 
over our heads.  What does Spring mean for you and what are the signs of Spring that put a 
smile on your face and a lilt in your step.  

When I was a child one of the most anticipated signs of Spring were the Lilies of the Valley that 
popped up everywhere – to me they were the flowers of the “little people” those wee fantasy folk 
of folk lore and fairy tales. I used to imagine them lurking among those small plants and poking 
out to see our enjoyment of their handiwork. Another favourite were the beautiful little violets 
with their purple hues and delicate blossoms. But the all time truly magical sign of Spring were 
the pussy willows! I loved, loved the pussy willows! I used to pick them where they grew wild 
along the banks of the creek – put them in a jar by my bed and imagine that in the morning, 
instead of fuzzy grey balls on a branch – there would be fuzzy grey kittens in my bed. I dearly 
wanted a little kitten but my mother was not so keen so the world of imagination would have to 
do.   

There are several legends surrounding the Pussy Willows here are a few of them. Pussy willows 
are the ones that tell the rest of the flora and fauna to wake up. The Pussy Willow has an 
important role in Polish tradition at Easter. It is one of the most prominent Easter symbols, out of 
this dry, twig like branch, suddenly bursts forth this beautiful flower of life, and it is the first bush 
that blooms. Christians traditionally use Palms as a symbol of greeting Jesus as he rode into 
Jerusalem.  But in the Polish tradition, you will also see Pussy Willow branches on Palm 
Sunday. According to Polish legend, Jesus visited a forest on Palm Sunday, barren by winter 
conditions, He commanded His angels to gather up Pussy Willows, with soft, cotton buds, the 
first blooms of spring. Pussy Willows are also important the day after Easter, known as Dyngus 
Day, when they are used to mark the celebration of the end of 40 days of Lenten sacrifice.   
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A Native American legend tells of a 
rabbit that climbed to the top of a 
willow tree one particularly snowy 
winter. Tired after his climb, he 
nestled into the treetop and slept the 
winter away. In the spring thaw, he 
woke and as he jumped down, bits of 
his fuzzy tail clung to the tree. From 
that day on willow buds feature a tiny 
bit of fur in honour of one springs 
busiest creatures, the rabbit.   

But the legend I like the best is this 
one, also from Poland. According to 
an old Polish legend, many spring 
times ago a mother cat was crying at 
the bank of the river in which her 
kittens were drowning. The willows at 
the river’s edge longed to help her, so 

they swept their long graceful branches into 
the waters to rescue the tiny kittens who had fallen into the river while chasing butterflies. The 
kittens gripped on tightly to their branches and were safely brought to shore. Each springtime 
since, goes the legend, the willow branches sprout tiny fur-like buds at their tips where the tiny 
kittens once clung.   

The Lily of the Valley also has a legend which is quite lovely. They too are symbols of Easter as 
well as Spring and they are referred to in the Bible quite a few times. They are known as Our 
Lady’s Tears or Mary’s Tears, in Christian legends because of Mary’s weeping while Jesus was 
being crucified. As a symbol of humility the Lily of the Valley is said to represent Christ’s second 
coming, along with being a power for humanity to envision a better world.   

Then we have the beautiful purple violet…Called the "Flower of Modesty" because it hides its 
flowers in the heart-shaped leaves. Also called "Our Lady's Modesty" because it was said to 
have blossomed when Mary said to the Angel Gabriel, who had come to tell her she was to bear 
the Son of God, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord." The monks of the Middle Ages called 
"Viola tricolor," common in Europe, the "Herb of the Trinity" ("herba trinitatis" )  because they 
saw the symbol of the trinity in their three colours. The name "Heartsease" stemmed from its old 
use as a medicine to treat heart disease. People believed God gave the plant heart-shaped 
leaves for that use. The name may also come from its ancient use as an aphrodisiac and a love 
potion. The deep purple"Viola odorata" native of the Mediterranean region, is so sweet that an 
oil from it is used in the perfume industry.In Christian art, the violet symbolizes the Virgin Mary’s 
humility. One ancient tale states that violets were in fact white until Mary was filled with anguish 
from watching her son, Christ, suffer upon the Cross. At this moment all the white violets turned 
purple to echo her mourning. Perhaps this is a reason why purple remains a colour associated 
with mourning. In Renaissance paintings, Mary, while holding the baby Jesus, is often depicted 
with violets to symbolize her humility or perhaps as a premonition of Jesus’ death, as in this 
early painting "Madonna Benois", or "Madonna and Child with Flowers" (c. 1475-1478) by 
Leonardo da Vinci. And the viewer can make out tiny violets in the foreground of this painting by 
Sienese artist Giovanni Paolo aptly named "Madonna of Humility”(1435).  
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Spring is a time of curiosity - not only in doing what I just 
did - a little research on a few of my favourite Spring 
things - but its a time to be more aware, more conscious 
of life around us. Life waking up - its a curious time. The 
little rabbit that comes to feed next door is about to 
change from his soft fluffy white to his drab brown and 
grey colour of Spring. Not too long now we will see our 
first Robin, always a time of joy. Change is happening all 
around us - change is inevitable - it is part of the cycle of 
life. Growth is also happening - and new growth is 
exciting. Sometimes new growth is also a surprise - 
especially if like me, you are not a gardner, and you throw 
things into the ground not knowing what will happen in 
Spring…ergo…”surprise”! Spring is happening in 
Immanuel too - new growth - change - and new light filling 
new spaces. I am grateful that our new Parish has its 
launch this time of the year…how appropriate that we 
have our Resurrection experience as we walk the final 
steps of Lent, into the looming darkness of Holy Week 
and culminating with the Joy and Hope of Easter. May 
you find your hope restored this Spring…and may you 
feel, see, touch and smell God’s wonderful blessings and 
healing touch this Spring.  

We, the clergy of Immanuel, hold you all in prayer 

daily…and we invite you to pray along with us. If you 

have a specific prayer request please let us know so that 

together, in community, we can lift your prayers to the  

Lord. I invite you to send your prayer requests to our 

Office Manager, Mojgan Shirazi, at 

officemanager@immanuelanglicanregina.ca  Mojgan is 

keeping a list for us that will be updated regularly. 

These are some of the prayer requests that I have had 

this week… 

We pray for healing mercies for: Doug (Joan), Richard  

(Allison), Jan, Trina, TJ, Ruth (Raymond), Linda, 

Heather, Kay, Leslie, Theo, Linda & Lloyd and their 

family, Blair (wife Margaret and sons Travis & Drew), 

Margaret and her family, Bob, Jackie, Lori, Wayne, 

Elaine K., Jessica K. - we pray for God’s healing and 

merciful touch for the brother and sister-in-law of 

Gwen Rupchan both in ICU with Covid. 

We remember in our prayers all those who have passed 

in the peace of Christ: Elaine Kardon and the mother of 
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Don Byrnes - and remembering especially those who we 

hold in our hearts…. 

We pray for Bishop Rob and Lorraine, as they begin 

this new journey into retirement and relocation with 

family and friends in the UK. We pray for comfort and 

strength in the days, weeks and months ahead and may 

God’s peace surround them.  We pray for Dean Mike 

and Archdeacon Catherine and the staff of the Synod 

Office. For our parish of Immanuel and for the AGM’s 

happening this month; for our Ministerial and Team 

Leader Father Michael; for Archdeacon Cheryl; for the 

co-chairs of Parish Council: Mae and Richard and for 

all members of Council. We pray for Deacon 

Alexander Campbell who will be ordained to the 

Priesthood in May. - Lord hear our prayers.  

***You will notice a little difference in the layout of Around 

the Cross last week and this week. Due to Copyright laws we 

have to now be extra vigilant that we are not using material 

that may be copyright protected. So what I will now be using 

are personal photo’s, photo’s with permission granted, and 

royalty free clip art that I know is safe to use. I have 

unknowingly been guilty of this infringement and as I want 

this publication to be available to all it is important that all the 

copyright rules are followed. I also get permission from the 

authors of any reflection or information pieces as well as 

accompanying photos that they 

supply. 

Stewards of God’s Grace: March 2021  

The joy and struggle of almsgiving
  

  

  
On Ash Wednesday each year we are invited “to observe a holy Lent 

by self-examination, penitence, prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, and 

by reading and meditating on the word of God.” What is almsgiving? How do we give them? 

Many of us somehow think that almsgiving equates with an additional offering to the church 

made in Lent. But there is far more to it than that.   

  

Our word alms is derived from the Greek words eleos and mamonas which are the words for 

compassion and money. Alms are mercy-money given out of compassion to meet the needs of the 

poor. Jewish, Christian and Muslim teachings all emphasize that people of faith are to imitate God’s 
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mercy by compassionate giving to those in need. In Judaism the biblical injunction to leave part of 

the harvest in the field so that the poor could glean what they need developed into an obligation to 

charitable giving or tzedakah. For Jewish people the highest form of charity is to give so that others 

are self-reliant and no longer needing charity—a merging of compassion with justice. In Christianity 

a quarter of the offering received in the early church was for the relief of the poor. After tithing 

developed as a practice, the poor boxes built into some Christian churches were a reminder that 

alms for the poor were given as a compassionate offering in addition to one’s tithe. In Islam, zakat, or 

the giving of alms, is the third of the five pillars of Islam. While there are various rules attached to 

the practice, in general it is the obligation to give away 2.5% of one's savings and business revenue 

as well as 5-10% percent of one's harvest, to the poor. The recipients include the destitute, working 

poor, those unable to pay off debts, stranded travelers, and others who need assistance. In all three 

faiths, the underlying principle is that those who have give to those who have not while at the same 

time working to alleviate the conditions that cause or exacerbate poverty.   

  

In the Letter to the Ephesians, the author reminds them to work honestly “so as to have something to 

share with the needy” (Eph. 4:28) We labour to meet our needs and the needs of others—to have the 

joy of being generous as God is generous. But let’s be honest—generosity isn’t always easy! It can be 

a struggle to give away that which we have worked hard to gain. Perhaps that is why almsgiving is 

part of the Lenten discipline. We need it to grow more fully into the image of our loving, 

compassionate and generous God. Alongside prayer, fasting, reading Scripture, confessing our sins 

and considering how we might change for the better, almsgiving is a way of growing spiritually.   

  

If you have not yet started putting aside alms this Lent consider doing so. Figure out what you will 

get on your tax return or what you might spend on a weekly take-out meal or a new outfit or daily 

coffee at the drive-through and use it to help others. If your congregation has designated a Lenten 

offering for the purpose of helping those in need, give to that. If it hasn’t, be the person who makes 

sure that happens next year. And this year give instead to the Primate’s World Relief and  

Development Fund, your local food bank or other organization that you know will use your alms to 

make a difference in someone’s life.  And may you discover (or rediscover) the joy of giving as God 

has given to you!  

Written by the Ven. Cheryl Toth, Stewardship Officer, Diocese of Qu’Appelle  

The Readings for Lent Three…  

Collect   

Father of mercy, alone we have no power in ourselves to help ourselves. When we are 
discouraged by our weakness, strengthen us to follow Christ, our pattern and our hope; who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.   

A Reading from the Book of Exodus. God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods 
before me. You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall 
not bow down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing 
children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the fourth generation of those who reject me, 
but showing steadfast love to the thousandth gen- eration of those who love me and keep my 
commandments.  
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You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall 
labour and do all your work. But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not 
do any work — you, your son or your daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the 
alien resident in your towns. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, but rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and 
consecrated it. Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not com- mit adultery. You 
shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. You shall not covet your 
neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or 
don- key, or anything that belongs to your neighbour. Exodus 20.1–17   

Psalm   

Refrain The words of the Lord are spirit and life. The heavens declare the glory of God, and 
the firmament shows his handiwork. One day tells its tale to another, and one night im- parts 
knowledge to another. R Al- though they have no words or language, and their voices are not 
heard, Their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the ends of the world. R In 
the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; it 
rejoices like a champion to run its course. It goes forth from the utter- most edge of the heavens 
and runs about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat. R The law of the 
Lord is perfect and revives the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
innocent. The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; the commandment of the Lord is 
clear and gives light to the eyes. R The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; the 
judgements of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, 
more than much fine gold, sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb. R By them also is 
your servant enlightened, and in keeping them there is great reward. Who can tell how often he 
offends? cleanse me from my secret faults. R Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous 
sins; let them not get dominion over me; then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense. Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 

O Lord, my strength and my re- deemer. R Psalm 19 Refrain The words of the Lord are spirit 
and life.   

A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians. The message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For 
it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will 
thwart.” Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 
Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world 
did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our procamation, to 
save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the 
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s 
foolishness is wiser than human wis- dom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human 
strength.   

1 Corinthians 1.18–25   

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he found 
people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables. Making 
a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. He told those who were 
selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 
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marketplace!” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.” The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing this?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “This temple 
has been under construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” But he 
was speak- ing of the temple of his body. After he   

was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the 
scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.   

John 2.13–22   

And to put a smile on your face…  

The church council met to discuss the pastor’s compensation package for the coming year. After 
the meeting the chair of council told the pastor: “We are very sorry, Pastor, but we decided that 
we cannot give you a raise next year.” “But you must give me a raise,” said the pastor. “I am but 
a poor preacher!”  
“l know,” the council chair said. “We hear you every Sunday.”  

The weary evangelist knocked on another door, fully expecting to have it slammed in his face. 
Sure enough, the older woman who answered, angrily demanded that he leave once she 
figured out why he was there and slammed the door. The door, however, bounced back open, 
and the woman shouted, “Get your foot out of my door!”  
“But ma’am…” the evangelist began, when the woman again slammed the door in his face. Once 
again it bounced back open.  
“I said get your foot out of my door!” the woman yelled again. One more time she slammed the 
door. One more time it bounced open again.  
“But ma’am…” the evangelist said again, only to be cut off. “Don’t talk back to me!” the woman 
screamed in a rage. “I want you off my property!” She slammed the door a fourth time, only to 
see it bounce open a fourth time.  
“Ma’am,” the evangelist yelled as he beat a hasty retreat down the sidewalk, “you’ll be able to 
close your door if you move your cat out of the way!”  

A devout old shepherd lost his favorite Bible while he was out looking for a wayward lamb. Three 
weeks later, a sheep walked up to him carrying the Bible in its mouth. The shepherd couldn’t 
believe his eyes. He took the precious book out of the sheep’s mouth, raised his eyes 
heavenward and exclaimed, “It’s a miracle!”  
“Not really,” said the sheep. “Your name is written inside the cover.”  
 
I hope you are enjoying Around the Cross. As editor I am always delighted to receive your 

articles, information, pictures, etc. - anything you would like to share. I do however 

reserve the right to “edit” as appropriate or to not publish anything that I deem 

inappropriate. Remember this is YOUR Epistle so please send me whatever you think our 

readers may enjoy - we would love to hear from you!   

God’s richest blessings....Winna+  

 


